The Link’ philesophy WPncretinr sim- 
_ ple. A weekly newspaper cannot compete with the 
coverage that daily newspapers give to university 
‘sports, and shouldn't try. The dailies have staff 
hired specifically to cover the university beat. They 
run stories and stats the morning after varsity 
games. Instead of providing stale game coverage 
two or three days late, Link sports editors realized a 
long time ago that the paper could better serve 
readers by running in-depth features about ongo- 
ing events in the community and profiles of lesser 


Stinger Buzz, as it became known, is a week- 
ly space that was created to run brief game sum- 
maries after the weekends’ events. That way, people 
who want a dose of game coverage in the Link can 
have it, but the paper isn’t bogged down with dated 


The other advantage of running features and 
profiles instead of game reviews is that the Link's 
sports section tends to attract a more diverse read- 
ership. You'll find people who know nothing 
about sports reading she Link’s sports section 
gon-filled with insular references, as game cover- 
age tends to be. 


In recent years, she Link has run features 
about midnight basketball at the Victoria Gym; 
Concordia students involved in a swimming pro- 
gram for kids with disabilities, and a basketball 
coach on his way to the Olympics. These have been 
among the Link's most compelling stories, sports- 
related or ition F 


The Link saways open to ideas for he sports 
section. The philosophy is meant only as a guide-- 


‘line. There's nothing set in stone, and ideas are 


always welcome. You'll find that things are fluid in 
the sports section, and if you have a good idea and 
ii lah indincl 


WRITING SPORTS STORIES 
__ Sports news stories are much like conventional 
news stories. A good sports story should have at least 
pon ai Once you've completed your research 
and interviews, take a few minutes to look over 
what you have. 


Sem math go over your notes 
and underline all rtant quotes and tidbits. 
rina gale villa Dn var 
on the computer and play around. Try reading the — 
ideas in different orders to get a feel for what could 
eventually be your story’s flow. 


_Select the most important and relevant infor- 


thet 


in the fe e body of the sto 
sole 


every story must have a lead. 
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Features are easiest defined by what they are 
not. They are not news stories; not focused on pre- 
senting a series of facts in order of impor 
‘That isn't to say that they aren't fact-based, but the 
rules regarding their structure are ambiguous at 
best. You should be creative, provocative, informa- 
tive and stimulating. People should either learn 
something or be entertained (writers who do both 
are masters of the craft). Use a gripping image, 
salient anecdote or a teasing first line to hook the 
reader at the beginning of your story, then develop 
the topic with well-researched facts and figures to 
illustrate the point. 


— Famer eke should era 
effective way to complete the cycle of forma 

Don't try to sum up everything you've already said. 
Instead, find a good quote or something that ties 
the piece up nicely and connects it tothe begin- 


| WORDS WISELY 
~The Link strives to print progressive material, 
cand it's cepa ad at he ail cad 
for your stories are as mportant as the subjects you 
‘The careful choice of words should not be mis- 
taken as political correctness or dismissed as seman- 
tics. The words you use make a difference. Just as we 
aim to raise people’s consciousness with the stories we 
do, we have a responsibility to do the same thing with 
the language we use as writers and editors. It’s easy to 
think we're doing a good enough job by including 
stories in the paper that most other papers wouldn't 
even write. But part of writing progressive material is 
using language that is inclusive and sensitive. 


Sh pater eel ero 
to speak to the Rector last week about 


“Twelve Concordia students with disabilities 
were invited to speak to the Rector last week 
mt ae ak dl 
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pote gem arnt al 
who are seniors.” 


The idea is to put people first, and not to identify 
people by their differences. Many journalists de- 
humanize people they are writing about by writing 
“the disabled” or “the elderly” instead of “people with 
disabilities,” toldan tajultet pr “seniors.” 

Think about the connotations of referring to a 
Ph YRC AAS ST ATEN abuse. 
‘Such language serves to further marginalize already 
marginalized people and reduces the value of the cov- 
erage of often-ignored groups. Words should empow- 

ov tempat tick peor. 


The Link is Concordia's independent newspaper. 
lt was founded in 1980 upon the merger 
of the Georgian of Sir George Willams University, 
and Loyola News of Loyola College. 

We are always looking for writers, editors, 
photographers, artists, designers and all sorts 
of creative thinkers to contribute to the paper. 
If you'd like to get involved, drop by the office 
Or give us a Call, and we'll put you to work. 

Most of Canada’s best joumalists got their start 
at student papers. Why not you? 
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e-mail: linkconc@total.net 
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